


CHARACTERISTICS
SMALL BOWEL 

CLINICAL SIGNS*

LARGE BOWEL 
CLINICAL SIGNS*

Defecation frequency Normal to slightly increased Markedly increased

Fecal volume Normal to increased Markedly decreased

Fecal quality
Very watery to semi-formed  

(typical score 6, 7)  
Semi-formed, gelatinous  

(typical score 4, 5)  

Frequent urges to defecate Normal to slightly increased Markedly increased

Tenesmus (Straining) Absent Present

Blood in feces Dark, old blood, tarry Bright red, fresh-looking

Mucus in feces Rarely Frequently

Fatty stool Sometimes No
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